
Our History 

The Roman town of ‘Corinium Dobunnorum’ was the second largest Roman settlement in England over 

2,000 years ago. The Roman town wall, 50 metres from the Hotel, actually overlaid the Whiteway, a 

prehistoric salt trading route, showing Cirencester as a favoured location for many years. 

The Hotel was built as an Elizabethan wool merchant's house around 1595, not long after the nearby 
Abbey, once the richest Augustinian house in the country, was dissolved on the orders of King Henry 
VIII. It is likely the Tudor oak beams, now exposed in the top floor rooms, are ships' timbers from 
nearby Gloucester docks, salvaged less than twenty years after the English defeated the Spanish 
Armada.

As an important house close to the centre of this thriving market town, the Hotel was modernised in 
Georgian times when the street façade was re-faced in dressed Cotswold stone and sash windows and 
shutters were added. Later the Victorians extended the property and walled the gardens. 

During the Second World War Wing Commander Knowler owned the property. Pilots and aircrew from 
RAF Kemble were the first guests, billeted here throughout the Battle of Britain.   

Since the war, the property was mainly operated as a guest house and subsequently as a small two 
star hotel, when the garage (formerly the stables) became the bar. The old coach house made way for 
the current restaurant, which was added in 1975.   

In 2000, six additional bedrooms were added, two on the ground floor and four on the second floor in 
the old attic area, which included exposing many more of the old beams. 

The Corinium Hotel is currently run by David and Julie Sherriff who acquired the business in March 
2021. They moved to Cirencester from Wales where they had farmed for 8 years as well as running a 
number of hospitality businesses. They have five children, two of whom work at the Hotel. The 
objective is to allow our guests to enjoy the character of a 400 year old property whilst being 
comfortable in the accommodation, offered a very high standard of food and provide a high quality of 
service for both our hotel guests and local residents. 

The building is grade 2 listed and accordingly a suitably sympathetic extension to the rear of the hotel 
was added in 2010. This included a new reception and the enlargement of the bar and lounge seating 
area. There have been other improvements made throughout the hotel during this time and the hotel 
now operates to a high three star standard.  




