
 
 

Local Attractions and Information 
 
To help you make the most of your stay, we have listed below some of the attractions 
in the area.  If you would like further information, there are some brochures and 
leaflets located in the bar and lounge area or please just ask at reception for 
assistance. We will be pleased to assist you. 
 

Within Cirencester 
 
Cirencester, recognised as the “Capital of the Cotswolds”, is an historic Roman town 
previously known as ‘Corinium Dobunnorum’, from which the hotel has taken its 
name.  It was the second largest Roman settlement 2,000 years ago. The Corinium 
Museum is only a few minutes walk away and contains the Roman history of the 

town and surrounding area. The remains of the Roman Amphitheatre can also be 
visited nearby. 

The Corinium Hotel is situated in one of the oldest parts of Cirencester with many 
buildings of interest in the surrounding area. It is just a five minutes walk to the 
Market Place, which is the heart of the town and the site of the impressive Parish 
Church of St John Baptist with the extensive Abbey Grounds close by and its lovely 
river walk. Guided tours of the church are available. 
  
Also just a short walk from the Hotel is the Bathurst Estate, which is the home of the 
Earl and Countess Bathurst. The house is not open to the public, but the huge park 

is well worth a visit and open daily from 9am to 5pm. The entrance gates are at the 
top of Cecily Hill with the Broad Ride continuing for just over a mile, all of which is 
lined with Chestnut trees. Please note that since 2025 the estate charges for access, 
tickets can be purchased online at www.bathurstestate.co.uk 
 
Cirencester has many independent shops and boutiques. Cirencester Market is held 
every Monday and Friday in the Market Place with the Farmer's Market every other 
Saturday. There are also regular antique and craft fairs in the Corn Hall and the 
Bingham Hall. 

Around Cirencester 
 
Bibury, Burford, Bourton-on-the-Water, Stow-on-the-Wold, Lower and Upper 

Slaughter, Snowshill, Moreton on Marsh and Tetbury are just a few of the towns and 
villages for which the Cotswolds are famous, with their cottages, churches of golden 
stone, their pretty gardens, antique shops and tempting tea rooms.  
 
Westonbirt, the National Arboretum, near Tetbury, is a ‘must’. 
 

http://www.bathurstestate.co.uk/


Chedworth Roman Villa with its fine mosaics and beautiful woodland walk is a short 
15 minutes drive away. It is open from February to November. 
 
Just 30 minutes away is Cheltenham, which is a great centre for shopping as well as 
its grand regency architecture. Sudeley Castle and Painswick Rococo Gardens are 

nearby and well worth a visit. It is also home to the famous Cheltenham Racecourse. 

 
For the Children 
 
There is Butts Farm at South Cerney, famous for its many rare breeds. Cotswold 

Wildlife Park at Burford is 30 minutes away and Magicland, an indoor play area for 
children is located here in Cirencester. There is a Trout Farm at Bibury where you 
can visit to see ponds full of fish and even have a go at catching them 

 
Health and Leisure 
 
Cirencester Open Air Swimming pool (Lido) is a few minutes walk and is one of the 
oldest outdoor pools in the country, dating from 1869. Heated with natural spring 
water to an average 27c it is open from late May until early September.    
 
The Cotswold Water Park is 10 minutes drive away and offers many activities, 
including boating lakes and water skiing. Cycle hire is also available. 
 
Cirencester Golf Club is less than 10 minutes drive and offers a well-established and 

delightful course as well as a driving range. 

 
History 

 
The Hotel was built as an Elizabethan wool merchant's house around 1595, not long 
after the nearby Abbey, once the richest Augustinian house in the country, was 
dissolved on the orders of King Henry VIII.  It is likely the Tudor oak beams, now 
exposed in the top floor rooms, are ships' timbers from nearby Gloucester docks, 
salvaged less than twenty years after the English defeated the Spanish Armada.  
 
As an important house close to the centre of this thriving market town, the Hotel was 
modernised in Georgian times when the street façade was refaced in dressed 

Cotswold stone and sash windows and shutters were added. Later the Victorians 
extended the property and walled the gardens. During the Second World War, pilots 
and aircrew from RAF Kemble were the first guests, billeted here throughout the 
Battle of Britain.   
 
Since the war, the property was run as a guest house and subsequently as a small 
two-star Hotel, when the garage (formerly the Stables) became the Courtyard Bar.  
The old coach house made way for the current Restaurant, which was added in1975.   
 

In 2000, six additional bedrooms were added, two on the ground floor and four on 
the second floor in the old attic area, which included exposing more of the old 
beams. The extension at the rear was added in 2010 for a new reception and to 
enlarge the bar and lounge area. The hotel was subsequently awarded a three star 
AA rating in the same year.  
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